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Call for Tenders on Institution Building in the Palestinian Autonomous Territories with Emphasis on Enhancing Business Capacities in 2008 

Preamble

The Czech Republic – Czech Development Agency (CzDA), following the decision of the Government of the Czech Republic on an extraordinary financial assistance for development projects in the Palestinian Autonomous Territories no. 801/2008 of 27th June 2008, calls for a tender on services related to institution building that focuses on enhancing Palestinian business capacities.

Nature of the Contract

This call for tenders is launched by CzDA for a signature of a contract for services to be delivered by the end of 2008 consisting of a training course for future trainers and advisors in the area of business relations and export/import from/to the Palestinian Autonomous Territories who will then provide counselling for Palestinian businessmen. 

Objectives

The objectives of the Czech assistance are:

· Enhancement of capacities of the Palestinian private sector

· Making the Palestinian private sector more effective

· Enhancement of competition capabilities of Palestinian goods
· Enhancement of practical knowledge facilitating the export/import among all relevant stakeholders
Object of the Tender

· Provision of training in the area of business relations and export/import from/to the Palestinian Autonomous Territories to the minimum of ten Palestinian trainers/advisers who must be able to further disseminate the acquired know-how
· Provision of free of charge counselling by the alumni of the above mentioned trainings,  the alumni shall be contracted by the tenderer for the period of at least two years after their completion of the training course

· Creation of a pool of at least ten consultants for Palestinian businessmen in the export/import area

· Assembling fundamental information in Arabic language on export/import issues along the chain of supply in the Palestinian Autonomous Territories

Conditions for Participation

The tenderer must be a Palestinian entity in partnership with an Israeli entity. 

In addition, the tenderer and/or his partner entity must have:
· Proven record of experience of at least one year with export/import procedures in the West Bank/Gaza

· Proven record of experience of at least one year with the Israeli procedures applied for the export/import of Palestinian goods through the State of Israel

· Proven record of facilitation of at least five workshops and/or trainings in the area of business/export/import

· Recommendation by the Palestinian Federation of Chambers of Commerce
Award Criteria

· Technical competence and professional capacity and competence in the type of services required
· Offered price

The contract shall be awarded to the tenderer whose offer represents the best value for money, taking into account the above-specified criteria. The criteria shall be assessed on the basis of the documents supplied by the tenderers. The selection committee reserves the right to approach bidders’ previous customers for reference.

Terms of Payment

Following the entry into force of the contract, the contractor will be provided with the first instalment of 10% of the total cost for contracted services. Reflecting the timeframe for the delivery of these services, the contract will provide details for two other instalments to be paid upon the delivery of specified services. The total costs of the services provided must not exceed 1 999 999 CZK, incl. V.A.T.
Form and Content of the Tender

Tenders must be clear and concise, with continuous page numbering. Tenders must be perfectly legible in order to rule out any doubt whatsoever concerning the words or figures. Since tenderers will be judged on the content of their written bids, these must make it clear that they are able to meet the requirements of the specifications. Tenders must be written in English.
Tenders must include the following:
· Description of the situation (analysis of the import/export issues in the Palestinian Autonomous Territories) 
· Programme of the training course (topics and agenda)

· Structured budget (in CZK including project phases)

· Information about the tenderer (description of the organisation, partnerships, reference)

· Recommendations (Federation of the Chambers of Commerce, others)
· Name of an authorised representative of the tenderer, and a statement from the same representative confirming the validity of the tender

If this is not included, the tender may be excluded from the procedure for the award of the contract.
How To Submit the Tender

The tender must be submitted in paper form in triplicate, i.e. one original and two copies, as well as in PDF on CD-ROM in person at the Representative Office of the Czech Republic, Beit Assia, 3rd floor, Al Irsal Str., Ramallah – Al-Bireh. Simultaneously, the tender must be sent to the CzDA by e-mail: info@czda.cz and by fax: +420 251 108 225.
Time Limit for Receipt of Tenders

August 19, 2008 (17:00)

No Obligation to Award the Contract

The tendering procedure shall not involve CzDA in any obligation to award the contract. No compensation may be claimed by tenderers whose tender has not been accepted, including when CzDA decides not to award the contract.

General Terms and Conditions for the Submission of Tenders

Submission of a tender implies that the tenderer accepts all the terms and conditions set out in these specifications. Submission of a tender binds the tenderer to whom the contract is awarded during performance of the contract. CzDA shall not reimburse expenses incurred in preparing and submitting tenders.
Dispatch of the call for tenders: August 6, 2008.
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